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Thc Kcmnant

The yield of cluster of grapes looked small for much toil. The
abundance of harvest expected never really eventuated. It looked like someone
had made a mistake and forecast a bumper harvest. The efforts made by so
many over so many years seemed wasted. Yet, something about the remnant
promised a bumper harvest to come. Strange as it may seem, the new wine in
the cluster seemed juicer and more qualitative and spoke of things to come. It
promised both quantity and quality that was to come out of this small remnant.

Isa 65:8 Thus saith the LORD, As the new wine is found in the cluster,
and one saith, Destroy it not; for a blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants' sakes,

that I may not destroy them all.

The journey of God's interaction with those whom He had wanted to save resulted in God choosing a people
and naming them Israel. Yet, not everyone in Israel would be saved. Rom 9:27 Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though
the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved:

In order to save them God left a seed called a remnant. Rom 9:29 And as Esaias said before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth had
left us a seed, we had been as Sodoma, and been made like unto Gomorrha. Then He systematically went about destroying the
rest who were disobedient and sinful. He isolated the remaining (remanant) as a branch that He cut out from the original
olive tree to graft in another group of people called the Gentiles whom He also wanted to save.

The holding pattern for Israel meant that God had removed His grace from them until the time of the Gentiles
was to be fulfilled. After this time, He will save a remnant of the Jews and conclude Israel's journey as a people of God
by joining them and the Gentile in Jesus as the one new man Eph 2.12:19

The lesson we must learn as Christians from the journey of Israel is, the pattern of God's dealings with Israel
are an example of how He will deal with us, the Church. Therefore, if we are to survive we must heed the warning
stated for us in the verses below. The Church at large has an assumption of grace (which has become a Catholic practise
of forgiveness or absolution given by men) that is so prevalent in the Church today that many are not paying heed to
the warnings. They locate sin under grace and continue to use it as a license to sin
Rom 11:21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. Rom 11:22 Behold therefore the
goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise
thou also shalt be cut off.
1Co0 10:11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom
the ends of the world are come. 1Co 10:12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.

When Elijah complained to God and said that he was all alone, God said that He had reserved seven thousand
who had not bowed their knees to baal. It always amazes me as to why God hid this from Elijah while He got him to
fulfil His plan and face the prophets of baal alone. The prophet comes on the scene at Mount Carmel alone to face many
enemies and says this to God; 1Ki 18:36 ...[ am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. How many of
us are bold enough to face our enemies, situations, circumstances in life and certain people on this earth who hate us,
who do not understand us (even in the Church) or who work against us and we still have the boldness to say to them
the same words; ' I have done this at your word'?

Jesus went to the cross at the word of God. He did it at His word, 'Not my will be done but thine'. To carry out
a task that will break the stranglehold of satan on a particular situation, one needs God's words to do it. Only, the
methodology differs from person to person and situation to situation. No man goes out to war on his own and without
weapons. The word of God is the sword of the Spirit that we need to fight the enemies and stand against popular
opinion. This may reduce your harvest to a remnant. Yet, the trials of your faith will produce something more precious
than gold and that is the remnant. When gold or silver is melted down (refined through fire just as we are in our trials),
the scum is removed to produce pure metal. When that process is over, only the polished remnant remains and is pure.
At this point true value is seen and wonders begin to take place.

We at Vineyard have become a remnant out of three situations. One was the challenge that I brought to AVCF
to walk in the spirit and not to fulfil the lusts of the flesh. Constant preaching on these lines over months as instructed




(on His words) by God produced many evictions through people's personal choice to leave as they did not agree with
the messages. Secondly, the attacks of the enemy on many of them to deceive caused many to walk in an unrighteous
manner gossiping and undermining God's minister with innuendo (insinuation, implication, suggestion). It also
deceived them into not submitting to authority according to the word of God calling it legalistic, structured and wanting
their own brand of Christianity that allowed them to lead deliberate sin lives while calling themselves Christians. God
judges all such acts and is not pleased. Finally, the twenty-year reign of ups and downs in the life of the church and the
building itself at LLC posed many problems in a spiritual sense.

Those of us who are left are the remnant, if we believe it. Vineyard at Australind gets a new lease of life through
us, the remnant. Changing the name produces new destiny just as when God changed Abram to Abraham. He went
from being called "Exalted Father" to "Father of Multitudes".

Becoming a house church only qualifies our position as to who we are. It does not reduce our thirst to see souls
saved or to increase in numbers. For the time being this is a new journey for us which will certainly produce new life.
The new wine is in the cluster that remains. Out of this, the rivers of living water will flow.

The theme of the remnant resonates throughout the Bible because God speaks of it in a candid manner. It seems
that He gleans rather than gathers in the harvest immediately. The ingathering of the true harvest is yet a time away.
There is going to be a time when we will see multitudes coming to the Lord (fulfilling of God's promise to Abraham)
without anyone doing anything. Even now, millions are being added to the kingdom of God. We do not see it in the
western world yet because this is the time of the third world countries. The harvest is always in plenty but then Jesus
begins to thresh the floor and that begins the separation process between the wheat and the chaff which ends up with
Him burning up the chaff. The remnant can be an enormous amount of people but it will certainly not be all the people.
Many are called but few are chosen. When people do not walk in the fear of the Lord and in His righteousness, correction
follows. If that is not adhered too, then a separation takes place. This can be a very painful process because many
paradigms are changed and old ways give way to new ways, which is always a problem for the ones who like things
the old way.

The journey of life for those who are still walking on earth as Christians is bringing many changes in Church life and
Church concepts. What many do not understand is the subtlety of what really goes on in Church life. Changing from a
traditional sort of Church meeting to a house church concept is not so daunting, if you can envisage that intimacy is
born out of closeness. In big churches, we find that people do not know each other until they connect in a group and
then too remain confined to that group. Church in its traditional form is lost to the world and now to many Christians.
They struggle with the idea of Church and having to attend a regulated meeting. They find it hard to get anything out
of it because they do not know their God. Synagogues of old were there for the gathering of the people. It was not there
for any other reason. God visited those places. The temple concept is a God concept. Many have misunderstood the
physical temple concept and have argued that people are the temple. This is true but God knows we are people who
need to be in fellowship with one another in a common holy place to achieve unity, sharpness and commonness of
worship. It certainly does not alienate the worship of God elsewhere in our homes, workplaces or on the streets. These
can all be practised without clashing with the idea of corporate worship. The home church environment provides that.
What happens however is, when the house church grows, it becomes a larger Church or it separates and forms another
house church. It depends on how it needs to be done at the time. God has placed leaders in the body to decide that. The
Elders of the first Church formed house churches under duress and persecution. We have come of age to have larger
bodies today that are still valid. It does not reduce our worship of God unless we choose to run Church like a legalistic
synagogue filled with rules and regulations. There are churches today that are 50,000 people and over. There are
churches that are nearly a million each. It all depends on how God is leading the Elders of that Church.

Today, the house church concept is growing and spreading. We too can take advantage of it and grow in quality
and quantity. There is no shame in becoming a house church. Neither will it cause a reduction of God's presence because
we are a house church. The order and structure of leadership does not change. We need leaders' in house churches as
much as in any other form of church. That is God's way. The common accountability is what matters. How duties are
then carried out is only determined by understanding where the people are in righteousness and their gifts, talents,
abilities, availability and age.

The remnant concept is going to be a great game changer. People do not realise it because they have been
brought up in a traditional type of Church concept. Therefore, they expect a building, reasonable numbers, formatted
worship, and an ordained priest. Hmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm!
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